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We are the Environment Agency. We protect and improve the environment.
We help people and wildlife adapt to climate change and reduce its impacts, including flooding, drought, sea level rise and coastal erosion. 
We improve the quality of our water, land and air by tackling pollution. We work with businesses to help them comply with environmental regulations. A healthy and diverse environment enhances people's lives and contributes to economic growth.
We can’t do this alone. We work as part of the Defra group (Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs), with the rest of government, local councils, businesses, civil society groups and local communities to create a better place for people and wildlife.
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The purpose of this consultation is to introduce new standard rules to allow operators of existing installations to carry out research and development activities for the innovation, introduction, and improvement of products and processes associated with the permitted activities. 
The rules are supported by a generic risk assessment to ensure that the risks to the environment and human health are reduced to an acceptable level for these activities.  
The Environment Agency will take consultation responses into account. We will publish our response, together with the new standard rules and risk assessment, on GOV.UK. 
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[bookmark: _Toc142046481][bookmark: _Toc167804461]1. About this consultation
This document describes:
what we are consulting on
an overview of the relevant documents
the standard permitting process
the proposed new standard rule SR2024 number 1
how you can respond to the consultation
how we will gain your consent and use your information
the principles we follow when running this and other consultations
This is to help you understand our proposals and provide you with sufficient information to enable you to comment on them. We will consider your answers and comments to revise our proposal and finalise the standard rules. 
The consultation will run for a period of 12 weeks from 7th August 2024 and will close at 11:59pm on 30th October 2024.
[bookmark: _Toc13566342][bookmark: _Toc13567298][bookmark: _Toc13566343][bookmark: _Toc13567299][bookmark: _Toc13566344][bookmark: _Toc13567300][bookmark: _Toc13566345][bookmark: _Toc13567301][bookmark: _Toc103334985][bookmark: _Toc103598026][bookmark: _Toc111640419][bookmark: _Toc113458733][bookmark: _Toc114650966][bookmark: _Toc114658946][bookmark: _Toc114726967][bookmark: _Toc115768201][bookmark: _Toc117170294][bookmark: _Toc137133750][bookmark: _Toc142046290][bookmark: _Toc142046482][bookmark: _Toc167804462]1.1. What we’re consulting on
The Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2016 (EPR) allow us to develop standard rules for certain activities. We base the rules on our understanding of the risks from the proposed activity. 
This consultation is to seek your views on the proposed new standard rules for research and development at a Part A(1) installation. This is to help us understand: 
whether the new standard rules permit ensures that the risks to the environment and human health are reduced to an acceptable level for this activity 
how we will apply the new proposed standard rules and subsistence charges
[bookmark: _Toc103334986][bookmark: _Toc103598027][bookmark: _Toc111640420][bookmark: _Toc113458734][bookmark: _Toc114650967][bookmark: _Toc114658947][bookmark: _Toc114726968][bookmark: _Toc115768202][bookmark: _Toc117170295][bookmark: _Toc137133751][bookmark: _Toc142046291][bookmark: _Toc142046483][bookmark: _Toc167804463]1.2. What this consultation means to you
This consultation will be of particular interest to the following audiences:
· [bookmark: _Toc137453443]operators, trade associations and businesses 
· [bookmark: _Toc137453444]other regulators
· the public
· community groups
· non-governmental organisations with an interest in environmental issues
This is your opportunity to make sure that the rules work for you and your industry, but also provide the necessary protection to the environment and human health.
[bookmark: _Toc103334987][bookmark: _Toc103598028][bookmark: _Toc111640421][bookmark: _Toc113458735][bookmark: _Toc114650968][bookmark: _Toc114658948][bookmark: _Toc114726969][bookmark: _Toc115768203][bookmark: _Toc117170296][bookmark: _Toc137133752][bookmark: _Toc142046484][bookmark: _Toc167804464]2. How standard rules work
[bookmark: _Toc103334988][bookmark: _Toc103598029][bookmark: _Toc111640422][bookmark: _Toc113458736][bookmark: _Toc114650969][bookmark: _Toc114658949][bookmark: _Toc114726970][bookmark: _Toc115768204][bookmark: _Toc117170297][bookmark: _Toc137133753][bookmark: _Toc142046293][bookmark: _Toc142046485][bookmark: _Toc167804465]2.1. What standard rules are
Standard rules are a fixed set (or sets) of rules that an operator must comply with. The standard rules: 
· define the activities that an operator can carry out 
· specify necessary restrictions on those activities
Standard rules are published on GOV.UK following public consultation. 
Any operator who wishes to carry out a research and development activity at a particular site or sites with a Part A(1) installations permit, can look at the standard rules and the generic risk assessment. If the operator can comply with them, they can decide to apply to vary (change) their permit to include the rules.
We can issue the standard rules variation more quickly and cheaply because we have no decisions to make on site-specific permit conditions. 
There is no right of appeal against the standard rules because applying for them is voluntary. 
Operators must apply for a bespoke permit variation for any regulated activities not covered by these standard rules. These activities generally: 
· have a higher potential impact on the environment 
· require more complex controls than activities which can follow standard rules
[bookmark: _Toc13566350][bookmark: _Toc13567306]When developing sets of standard rules, we carry out a single assessment of risk for a common activity. This enables us to define the risk boundary within which the rules can be used. This boundary comprises several restrictions such as size, location, and operational controls. The restrictions will be those necessary to enable a consistent set of rules to reduce the risk to an acceptable level. The rules are the same for each operator carrying out that activity. Rules and risk assessments are published in advance so that operators and the public know precisely what controls we will apply to a proposed activity. 
In developing the risk boundary for each set of standard rules, we must protect the environmental quality from some specific sensitive receptors. 
The rules specify the standards we want operators to achieve, but do not tell them how to achieve them. That is their responsibility.
[bookmark: _Toc103334990][bookmark: _Toc103598031][bookmark: _Toc111640424][bookmark: _Toc113458738][bookmark: _Toc114650971][bookmark: _Toc114658951][bookmark: _Toc114726972][bookmark: _Toc115768206][bookmark: _Toc117170299][bookmark: _Toc137133755][bookmark: _Toc142046295][bookmark: _Toc142046487][bookmark: _Toc167804466]2.2. The generic risk assessment for these activities
We have produced a generic risk assessment for the new standard rules SR2024 number 1. This lists the potential risks and how to properly manage them. We did this by identifying possible pathways from the sources of the risks to the receptors. The risk assessment is split into 3 sections. 
Data and information
This section is made up of receptor, source, harm, and pathway information that is relevant to the activity under consideration. 
Judgement
This works out the likelihood of the receptors being in danger from the hazard, the consequences of the hazard occurring and the overall size of the risk. 
Action
Risks will be controlled by setting standard rules. We will control residual risks by undertaking compliance assessment, such as site inspections, to ensure that operators comply with the rules. 
[bookmark: _Toc13566353][bookmark: _Toc13567309][bookmark: _Toc13566354][bookmark: _Toc13567310][bookmark: _Toc13566355][bookmark: _Toc13567311][bookmark: _Toc167804467][bookmark: _Toc103334991][bookmark: _Toc103598032][bookmark: _Toc111640425][bookmark: _Toc113458739][bookmark: _Toc114650972][bookmark: _Toc114658952][bookmark: _Toc114726973][bookmark: _Toc115768207][bookmark: _Toc117170300][bookmark: _Toc137133756][bookmark: _Toc142046488][bookmark: _Hlk142035048]3. Proposed set of rules and risk assessments 
We would like your views on the following proposed new standard rules set. The standard rules are supported by a generic risk assessment which sets out how pollution risks will be controlled. 
[bookmark: _Toc103334992][bookmark: _Toc103598033][bookmark: _Toc114658953][bookmark: _Toc114726974][bookmark: _Toc115768208][bookmark: _Toc117170301][bookmark: _Toc137133757][bookmark: _Toc142046297][bookmark: _Toc142046489][bookmark: _Toc167804468][bookmark: _Toc111640426][bookmark: _Toc113458740][bookmark: _Toc114650973][bookmark: _Toc492646560]3.1. Proposed new standard rule SR2024 number 1
We’re proposing new standard rules to allow operators of existing installations to carry out research and development activities. This is an initial rollout of the approach. We may consider widening its application to other types of regulated facility, depending on: 
· the feedback we receive from this consultation
· the level of uptake
· operational feedback after publication  
The proposed standard rules allow the operator to:
· carry out research and development activities for the innovation, introduction, and improvement of products and processes associated with the permitted activities
· carry out the activities for up to 6 months, unless otherwise agreed
The operator must assess the details of each research and development activity operated under the rules. This is to ensure no substance is released to the environment in a quantity greater than that which screens out from requiring detailed assessment under the H1 risk assessment tool.
Here is the process for an existing operator to carry out a research and development activity.
1. They check the new standard rules and generic risk assessment requirements on GOV.UK to make sure they are applicable.
2. If applicable, they apply to vary (change) the existing permit to add the new standard rules SR2024 number 1 that allows research and development.
3. Once the variation is determined (decided), they can notify individual qualifying research and development activities to the Environment Agency using a notification form without the need for further variations to the permit.
4. Once they’ve received agreement from the Environment Agency, they can start operations.
5. They inform the Environment Agency once the research and development activity is complete.
6. Later, they can use this notification process for different research and development activities.
The details required by the notification are specified in Schedule 1 of the new standard rules.
The proposed new standard rules set and generic risk assessment can be viewed in full on our Citizen Space consultation website.

[bookmark: _Toc103335000][bookmark: _Toc103598041][bookmark: _Toc111640427][bookmark: _Toc113458741][bookmark: _Toc114650974][bookmark: _Toc114658954][bookmark: _Toc114726975][bookmark: _Toc115768209][bookmark: _Toc117170302][bookmark: _Toc137133758][bookmark: _Toc142046298][bookmark: _Toc142046490][bookmark: _Toc167804469]3.2. Proposed charges
We’re proposing charges for the new standard rule set SR2024 number 1 as follows.
	
	Charge

	Permit application for research and development not using waste
	£720

	Permit application for research and development using waste
	£980

	Minor variation
	Not applicable

	Normal variation
	Not applicable

	Substantial variation
	Not applicable

	Transfer application
	Not applicable

	Surrender application
	Not applicable

	Subsistence for each notified research and development activity
	£780


We have selected the charges from the application table, subsistence table and default standard rules charging table in the environmental permits and abstraction licences: tables of charges. 
These charges aim to recover the regulatory costs incurred by the Environment Agency because of the application and compliance work associated with these permits.
[bookmark: _Toc13566360][bookmark: _Toc13567316][bookmark: _Toc103335001][bookmark: _Toc103598042][bookmark: _Toc111640428][bookmark: _Toc113458744][bookmark: _Toc114650977][bookmark: _Toc114658957][bookmark: _Toc114726978][bookmark: _Toc115768212][bookmark: _Toc117170303][bookmark: _Toc137133759][bookmark: _Toc142046299][bookmark: _Toc142046491][bookmark: _Toc167804470][bookmark: _Hlk142035089]3.3. Business impacts
[bookmark: _Toc103335002][bookmark: _Toc103598043][bookmark: _Toc111640429][bookmark: _Toc113458745][bookmark: _Toc114650978][bookmark: _Toc114658958][bookmark: _Toc114726979][bookmark: _Toc115768213][bookmark: _Toc117170304]The Growth Duty requires the Environment Agency and other national regulators to consider the desirability of promoting economic growth, alongside our other statutory duties. As part of this duty, we’re carrying out an assessment of the economic impacts of the new standard rules. You can help by responding to the question on the consultation website.

[bookmark: _Toc167804471][bookmark: _Toc142046301][bookmark: _Toc142046492][bookmark: _Hlk142035326]3.4 Questions on the draft standard rules 
[bookmark: _Toc142046302][bookmark: _Toc142046493]The proposed standard rules allow an operator to undertake research and development on a time limited basis for the purpose of innovation, introduction, and improvement of products and processes associated with the permitted activities.
The rules can only be used with an existing installation permit and in conjunction with existing permit conditions. The rules work together with permit conditions in installation permits that control the operation of the activities.
Question 1. Do you agree with our proposal to use standard rules at permitted installations to allow research and development activities? 
[bookmark: _Hlk154669752]If no, please explain your answer.
[bookmark: _Toc142046303][bookmark: _Toc142046494]Question 2. Do you agree with the requirements of the proposed standard rules for research and development?
[bookmark: _Hlk154669866]If no, please explain your answer.
[bookmark: _Toc142046304][bookmark: _Toc142046495][bookmark: _Toc142046305][bookmark: _Toc142046496]Question 3. Would any of the requirements prevent existing operators from using the proposed standard rules?
If yes, please explain your answer.
[bookmark: _Toc142046498][bookmark: _Toc167804472][bookmark: _Hlk142035460]3.5. Questions on risk assessment
[bookmark: _Toc142046499]Question 4. Do you agree that the risks associated with the activity are identified by the generic risk assessment?
[bookmark: _Hlk154670093]If no, please explain your answer.
Question 5. Do you agree with the approach for operators to assess each research and development activity using the H1 risk assessment tool?
[bookmark: _Hlk154670361]If no, please explain your answer.
[bookmark: _Toc167804473]3.6. Questions on notification form
Question 6. Do you agree with the requirements for the notification form?
If no, please explain your answer.
[bookmark: _Toc142046500][bookmark: _Toc167804474][bookmark: _Hlk154671047]3.7. Questions on business impacts
You only need to complete this section if you have a permitted installation and would consider using the proposed standard rules.
The Growth Duty requires us to have regard to the desirability of promoting economic growth, alongside our other statutory duties. As part of this duty, we are carrying out an assessment of the economic impacts of the proposed standard rules.
[bookmark: _Toc142046501]Question 7. Are there any potential economic impacts, either positive or negative, that the introduction of the standard rules could have on your business?
If yes, please explain your answer.
[bookmark: _Toc167804475]3.8. Further comments
Question 8. Please provide details of any research and development activity that might benefit from this approach.
[bookmark: _Toc13566373][bookmark: _Toc13567329][bookmark: _Toc13566374][bookmark: _Toc13567330]Question 9. Please provide any further comments or observations that you would like us to consider as part of this consultation.

[bookmark: _Toc103335004][bookmark: _Toc103598045][bookmark: _Toc111640431][bookmark: _Toc113458747][bookmark: _Toc114650980][bookmark: _Toc114658960][bookmark: _Toc114726981][bookmark: _Toc115768215][bookmark: _Toc117170306][bookmark: _Toc137133760][bookmark: _Toc142046505][bookmark: _Toc167804476]4. Responding to this consultation
[bookmark: _Toc103335005][bookmark: _Toc103598046][bookmark: _Toc111640432][bookmark: _Toc113458748][bookmark: _Toc114650981][bookmark: _Toc114658961][bookmark: _Toc114726982][bookmark: _Toc115768216][bookmark: _Toc117170307][bookmark: _Toc137133761][bookmark: _Toc142046506][bookmark: _Toc167804477]4.1. Important dates
[bookmark: _Hlk161907395]This consultation will start on 7th August 2024 and will close at 11:59pm on 30th October 2024.
[bookmark: _Toc103335006][bookmark: _Toc103598047][bookmark: _Toc111640433][bookmark: _Toc113458749][bookmark: _Toc114650982][bookmark: _Toc114658962][bookmark: _Toc114726983][bookmark: _Toc115768217][bookmark: _Toc117170308][bookmark: _Toc137133762][bookmark: _Toc142046507][bookmark: _Toc167804478]4.2. How to respond
You can view the consultation documents and questions online on the Environment Agency’s Citizen Space consultation website 
[bookmark: _Toc137133763][bookmark: _Toc137453456][bookmark: _Toc142046508]Respond online
Please submit your response on our Citizen Space consultation website, as it helps us to: 
· gather all responses in one place
· summarise responses quickly and accurately
· reduce the costs of the consultations
[bookmark: _Toc137133764][bookmark: _Toc137453457][bookmark: _Toc142046509]Respond by email
[bookmark: _Hlk163117934]If you prefer, you can submit your response by email by using the response form, which you will find under the ‘Related’ section of the consultation on Citizen Space. Please email your response form to: RegReform@environment-agency.gov.uk
[bookmark: _Toc137133765][bookmark: _Toc137453458][bookmark: _Toc142046510]Ask for a printed version
Please contact us if you need a printed version of the document to be posted to you. You can do this by contacting our:
National Customer Contact Centre
Telephone: 03708 506 506 
Monday to Friday, 8am to 6pm
[bookmark: _Toc167804479]4.3. Publishing our consultation response
We will publish our response on GOV.UK and Citizen Space within 12 weeks of this consultation closing and before we implement the standard rules SR2024 number 1. It will include a summary of the comments and queries we receive. We will add a link to this document on the consultation page on Citizen Space. 


If you have asked us to tell you when the consultation response document is available to view, we will send a link to the email address you provided to us within Citizen Space. Or you can ask to be kept updated by emailing RegReform@environment-agency.gov.uk.
[bookmark: _Toc103335008][bookmark: _Toc103598049][bookmark: _Toc111640435][bookmark: _Toc113458751][bookmark: _Toc114650984][bookmark: _Toc114658964][bookmark: _Toc114726985][bookmark: _Toc115768219][bookmark: _Toc117170310][bookmark: _Toc137133768][bookmark: _Toc142046512][bookmark: _Toc167804480]4.4. Privacy notice
The Environment Agency would like to keep you informed about the outcomes of the consultation. If you would like to receive an email acknowledging your response and telling you when we’ve published the consultation response document, please provide your email address with your response. 
By giving us your email address, you consent for us to email you about the consultation. We will keep your details until we have notified you of the response document publication.
We will not share your details with any other third party without your clear and full consent unless required to do so by law. 
You can withdraw your consent to receive these emails at any time by contacting us at RegReform@environment-agency.gov.uk 
The Environment Agency is the data controller for the personal data you provide. For more information on how we deal with your personal data please see our personal information charter on GOV.UK.
You can email our Data Protection team: dataprotection@environment-agency.gov.uk
[bookmark: _Toc103335007][bookmark: _Toc103598048][bookmark: _Toc111640434][bookmark: _Toc113458750][bookmark: _Toc114650983][bookmark: _Toc114658963][bookmark: _Toc114726984][bookmark: _Toc115768218][bookmark: _Toc117170309][bookmark: _Toc137133767][bookmark: _Toc142046511][bookmark: _Toc167804481]4.5. How we will use your information
The Environment Agency will make all responses publicly available after the consultation, unless you have specifically requested that we keep your response confidential.
We will not publish names of individuals who respond.
Throughout the consultation we will make all comments (excluding personal information) publicly available on our Citizen Space website. This includes comments received online or by email, unless you have specifically requested that we keep your response confidential. We will not publish names of individuals or personal data. But we will publish the name of the organisation for those responses made on behalf of organisations. 
We will not respond individually to responses. After the consultation has closed, we will publish a summary of the response on our website and contact you to let you know when this is available.
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, we may be required to publish your response to this consultation but will not include any personal information. If you have requested your response to be kept confidential, we may still be required to provide a summary of it.
[bookmark: _Toc103335009][bookmark: _Toc103598050][bookmark: _Toc111640436][bookmark: _Toc113458752][bookmark: _Toc114650985][bookmark: _Toc114658965][bookmark: _Toc114726986][bookmark: _Toc115768220][bookmark: _Toc117170311][bookmark: _Toc137133769][bookmark: _Toc142046513][bookmark: _Toc167804482]4.6. Consultation principles
We’re running this consultation in line with the guidance set out in the government's consultation principles.
If you have any queries or complaints about the way this consultation has been carried out, please email consultations.enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk. 
[bookmark: _Toc522629691][bookmark: _Toc522629692]Otherwise, if you have a general enquiry or question in connection with the content of this consultation, please email enquiries@environment.agency.gov.uk. 
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