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Response form Regulatory Position Statement for low risk abstraction activities

Privacy notice 
The Environment Agency would like to keep you informed about the outcomes of the consultation. If you would like to receive an email acknowledging your response and telling you when we’ve published the summary of responses, please provide your email address with your response. 
 
By giving us your email address, you consent for us to email you about the consultation. We will keep your details until we have notified you of the response document publication. 
 
We will not share your details with any other third party without your clear and full consent, unless required to by law. 

You can withdraw your consent to receive these emails at any time by contacting us at WRRegulation@environment-agency.gov.uk  
  
The Environment Agency is the data controller for the personal data you provide. For more information on how we deal with your personal data please see our personal information charter on GOV.UK. 
 
You can email our Data Protection team: dataprotection@environment-agency.gov.uk. 
 
How we will use your information 
The Environment Agency will make all responses publicly available during and after the consultation, unless you have specifically requested that we keep your response confidential.   
  
We will not publish names of individuals who respond.   
  
Throughout the consultation we will make all comments (excluding personal information) publicly available on our Citizen Space website. This includes comments received online, by email and by post, unless you have specifically requested that we keep your response confidential. We will not publish names of individuals or personal data. But we will publish the name of the organisation for those responses made on behalf of organisations.   
 
We will not respond individually to responses. After the consultation has closed, we will publish a summary of consultation response document on Citizen Space and contact you to let you know when this is available.  
 
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, we may be required to publish your response to this consultation but will not include any personal information. If you have requested your response to be kept confidential, we may still be required to provide a summary of it.  





Consultation principles 
We are running this consultation in accordance with the guidance set out in the government’s Consultation Principles. If you believe the consultation has not been run in accordance with the Principles, please email consultation.enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk. 
 
Otherwise, for all other queries relating to this consultation please email WRRegulation@environment-agency.gov.uk  

Responding to this consultation 
This consultation will run for 6 weeks from 10 February 2026 until midnight on 24 March 2026. We will consider all responses received by the closing date. 

Returning your response  
Your response to this consultation needs to be returned by midnight on 24 March 2026.   

We would like you to use this form if you are not submitting your response online. You can return it by email to WRRegulation@environment-agency.gov.uk. Please use this email address if you have any questions regarding this consultation. 
  
Or by post to:  
  
Damian Mason
Environment Agency
Rivers House
Sunrise Business Park
Higher Shaftesbury Road
Blandford Forum
Dorset
DT11 8ST
 
Ask for a copy of the Consultation document 
Please contact us if you would like a copy of the consultation document. You can do this by contacting our:   

National Customer Contact Centre  
Telephone Monday to Friday, 8am to 6pm: 03708 506 506   

	Your details

	When we come to analyse the results of this consultation, it would help us to know if you are responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation or group. 

Please select from the following options: 

£  Responding as an individual
£  Responding on behalf of an organisation or group
£  Other 

If you're responding on behalf of an organisation or group, please tell us who you are responding on behalf of and include its type e.g. business, environmental group.

____________________________________

If you selected other, please specify.

____________________________________

Please tell us if you would like to (tick all that apply): 
 
£  Receive an email acknowledging your response 
£  Receive an email to let you know that the summary of responses has been published 
 
If you have ticked any of the boxes above, please provide us with your email address: 
 
Email: 
____________________________________

Can we publish your response? We will not publish any personal information or parts of your response that will reveal your identity.

  ☐  Yes 
  ☐  No (you will need to provide an explanation to support your request)

Please provide your explanation here if you selected “No”: 

____________________________________




We welcome your views on the draft regulatory position statement for low risk abstraction activities.


Thinking about the 13 general conditions that apply to each of the proposed abstraction activities.
Question 1. Do you think they provide the right level of protection for the environment?
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons. Include reference to specific conditions where needed.
Question 2. Do you think they provide the right level of protection for other water users? 
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons. Include reference to specific conditions where needed.
[bookmark: _Toc220069000]Thinking about the creating a new bypass channel activity
Question 3. Should the activity be included in the RPS? 
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
Question 4. Do the activity specific conditions provide adequate protection for the environment?
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
Question 5. Do the activity specific conditions provide adequate protection for other water users?
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
[bookmark: _Toc220069001]Thinking about the creating a new additional channel activity
Question 6. Should the activity be included in the RPS? 
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
Question 7. Do the activity specific conditions provide adequate protection for the environment?
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
Question 8. Do the activity specific conditions provide adequate protection for other water users?
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
[bookmark: _Toc220069002]Thinking about the backwaters and fish refuge features activity
Question 9. Should the activity be included in the RPS? 
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
Question 10. Do the activity specific conditions provide adequate protection for the environment?
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
Question 11. Do the activity specific conditions provide adequate protection for other water users?
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
[bookmark: _Toc220069003]Thinking about the fish passes and easements, including those for elver and eel activity
Question 12. Should the activity be included in the RPS? 
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
Question 13. Do the activity specific conditions provide adequate protection for the environment?
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
Question 14. Do the activity specific conditions provide adequate protection for other water users?
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
[bookmark: _Toc220069004]Thinking about the pumped eel and/or elver passes activity
Question 15. Should the activity be included in the RPS? 
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
Question 16. Do the activity specific conditions provide adequate protection for the environment?
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
[bookmark: _Toc220069005]Thinking about the high flow abstraction activity
Question 18. Should the activity be included in the RPS? 
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
Question 19. Do the activity specific conditions provide adequate protection for the environment?
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
Question 20. Do the activity specific conditions provide adequate protection for other water users?
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
[bookmark: _Toc220069006]Thinking about the removing raised banks activity
Question 21. Should the activity be included in the RPS? 
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
Question 22. Do the activity specific conditions provide adequate protection for the environment?
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
Question 23. Do the activity specific conditions provide adequate protection for other water users?
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
[bookmark: _Toc220069007]Thinking about the Internal Drainage Board – abstraction of pumped water activity
Question 24. Should the activity be included in the RPS? 
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
Question 25. Do the activity specific conditions provide adequate protection for the environment?
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
Question 26. Do the activity specific conditions provide adequate protection for other water users?
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
[bookmark: _Toc220069008]Thinking about the open-loop heating and/or cooling system (surface water) activity
Question 27. Should the activity be included in the RPS? 
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
Question 28. Do the activity specific conditions provide adequate protection for the environment?
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
Question 29. Do the activity specific conditions provide adequate protection for other water users?
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
[bookmark: _Toc220069009]Thinking about the open-loop heating and/or cooling system (canal or dock) activity
Question 30. Should the activity be included in the RPS? 
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
Question 31. Do the activity specific conditions provide adequate protection for the environment?
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
Question 32. Do the activity specific conditions provide adequate protection for other water users?
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
[bookmark: _Toc220069010]Thinking about the open-loop heating and/or cooling system (groundwater) activity
Question 33. Should the activity be included in the RPS? 
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
Question 34. Do the activity specific conditions provide adequate protection for the environment?
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
Question 35. Do the activity specific conditions provide adequate protection for other water users?
· yes
· no
· don’t know
Please provide your reasons.
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