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Response form 
‘Consultation on reserving water abstraction rights’


Consultation principles
We are running this consultation in accordance with the guidance set out in the government's Consultation Principles. 
If you believe the consultation has not been run in accordance with the principles, please email consultation.enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk. 
Otherwise, for all other queries relating to this consultation, please email enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk.

Ask for a copy of the Consultation document
Please contact our National Customer Contact Centre if you would like a printed version of the consultation document to be posted to you, details are as follows: 
National Customer Contact Centre
Telephone: 03708 506 506
Minicom for the hard of hearing: 03702 422 549
Monday to Friday, 8am to 6pm


	Returning your response
Your response to this consultation needs to be returned by midnight on Monday 16 February 2026.

We would like you to use this form if you are not submitting your response online. You can return it by email to wrnationalframework@environment-agency.gov.uk, with the subject header “Consultation: Reserving water abstraction rights”. Please use this email address if you have any questions regarding this consultation. 

You can return a physical copy of this form by post by sending it to the address below: 

F.A.O “Reserving Water Abstraction Rights Consultation Team”  
National Customer Contact Centre
PO Box 544
Rotherham
S60 1BY
United Kingdom 

Privacy notice
We would like to keep you informed about the outcomes of the consultation. If you would like to receive an email acknowledging your response and telling you when we have published the consultation response document, please provide your email address with your response. 
By giving us your email address, you consent for us to email you about the consultation. We will keep your details until we have notified you of the response document publication. 
We will not share your details with any other third party without your clear and full consent, unless required to do so by law. 
You can withdraw your consent to receive these emails at any time by contacting us at wrnationalframework@environment-agency.gov.uk. 
Depending on the volume of responses we receive, we may use Copilot chat to assist with our analysis. In this case, all data will be anonymised, and Copilot will be used in full compliance with the Defra Group’s M365 Copilot Chat Acceptable Use Policy. 
The Environment Agency is the data controller for the personal data you provide. For more information on how we deal with your personal data please see our personal information charter on GOV.UK.   
Please contact the Data Protection team at dataprotection@environment-agency.gov.uk for more information.

How we will use your information

After the consultation has closed, we will summarise the feedback in a consultation response document and make this publicly available on GOV.UK. We may include comments or quotes, unless you specifically request that we keep your response confidential.
We will not publish names of individuals who respond or personal data, but we will publish the name of the organisation for those responses made on behalf of organisations.
We will not respond individually to responses. If you have asked to be notified, we will contact you to let you know when the consultation response document is published.
In line with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, we may be required to publish your response to this consultation but will not include any personal information. If you have requested your response be kept confidential, we may still be required to provide a summary of it.

About you

Contacting you about your response
We welcome your views on our proposals. If you would like to receive emails acknowledging your response and/or telling you when we have published the consultation response document, please select from: 
  ☐ yes, I would like to receive an email acknowledging my response  
  ☐ yes, I would like to receive an email to let me know the consultation response document is published  

If you have selected any of the above, please tell us your email address:

Email: ___________________________________________________________


Can we publish your response? We will not publish any personal information or parts of your response that will reveal your identity.
This is a required question, please select one of the following:   

☐Yes 
☐ No 
If you answered 'No', please tell us why below as we will need to understand this when responding to any Freedom of Information requests. 


When we come to analyse the results of this consultation, it would help us to know if you are responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation or group. 

Please select from the following options: 

£   Responding as an individual (yourself, or on behalf of someone else)
£ Responding on behalf of an organisation or group
£   Other 

If you're responding on behalf of an organisation or group, please tell us the name of your organisation or group:

___________________________________
If you selected ‘Other’, please specify.

____________________________________



What sector do you represent?

☐Government and regulators
☐ Environment
☐Agriculture and horticulture
☐ Public water supply
☐Navigation
☐ Recreation
☐Energy
☐ Business
☐Industry
☐ Other

If you selected ‘Other’, please tell us your sector.

____________________________________


Consultation questions

Related to Section 8 of the consultation document

Question 1. To what extent do you agree with the need to have a transparent approach which allows for water abstraction rights to be reserved?   

Please choose one of the following:

£ Strongly Agree
£ Agree
£ Disagree
£ Strongly Disagree
£ Do not know/ not applicable

Please provide specific comments to support your response. (Optional)



Related to Section 9 of the consultation document

Question 2. To what extent do you agree with the expectation that the proposers of strategic schemes should apply for licences early?   

Please choose one of the following:

£ Strongly Agree
£ Agree
£ Disagree
£ Strongly Disagree
£ Do not know/ not applicable

Please provide specific comments to support your response. (Optional)

Question 3. To what extent do you agree that, for a public water supply scheme, the “need for water” is justified if it is included in a final Water Resources Management Plan, including in its adaptive pathways?
Please choose one of the following:

£ Strongly Agree
£ Agree
£ Somewhat Agree
£ Somewhat Disagree
£ Disagree
£ Strongly Disagree
£ Do not know/ not applicable
Please provide specific comments to support your response. (Optional)

Question 4. To what extent do you agree that, for a non-public water supply scheme, the “need for water” is justified if it is included in a strategic plan for the sector of water use?

Please choose one of the following:

£ Strongly Agree
£ Agree
£ Somewhat Agree
£ Somewhat Disagree
£ Disagree
£ Strongly Disagree
£ Do not know/ not applicable

Please provide specific comments to support your response. (Optional)

Question 5. To what extent do you agree with our expectation that national critical infrastructure needs for all sectors of use should be identified and accounted for in strategic plans (such as Regional Energy Strategic Plans) which include an appraisal of options for meeting that need?

Please choose one of the following:

£ Strongly Agree
£ Agree
£ Somewhat Agree
£ Somewhat Disagree
£ Disagree
£ Strongly Disagree
£ Do not know/ not applicable

Please provide specific comments to support your response. (Optional)

Question 6. To what extent do you agree that the proposed framework provides adequate environmental safeguards? 
Please choose one of the following:

£ Strongly Agree
£ Agree
£ Disagree
£ Strongly Disagree
£ Do not know/ not applicable

Please provide specific comments to support your response. (Optional)

Question 7. The proposed approach aims to manage the uncertainty in a scheme’s environmental impact through the abstraction licensing system, using self-destruct clauses, rather than being based on policy alone. 
To what extent do you agree with this approach?
Please choose one of the following:

£ Strongly Agree
£ Agree
£ Disagree
£ Strongly Disagree
£ Do not know/ not applicable

Please provide specific comments to support your response. (Optional)


Question 8. The proposed approach uses derogation agreements to enable short-term licensing of the “reserved” water to other users ahead of the “effective date” of strategic scheme licences, thereby allowing ongoing access to water resources. 
To what extent do you agree with this?
Please choose one of the following:

£ Strongly Agree
£ Agree
£ Disagree
£ Strongly Disagree
£ Do not know/ not applicable


Please provide specific comments to support your response. (Optional)

Question 9. To what extent do you agree that catchment reviews should be used to determine the ongoing sustainability of licensed abstraction for strategic schemes?
Please choose one of the following:

£ Strongly Agree
£ Agree
£ Disagree
£ Strongly Disagree
£ Do not know/ not applicable

Please provide specific comments to support your response. (Optional)

Question 10. To what extent do you agree that short-duration licences should be included in the catchment reviews where possible?
Please choose one of the following:

£ Strongly Agree
£ Agree
£ Disagree
£ Strongly Disagree
£ Do not know/ not applicable

Please provide specific comments to support your response. (Optional) 

Question 11. The proposed framework suggests that the regional tier of water resources planning should be used to coordinate and facilitate collaborative solutions, in order to reduce competing demands. To what extent do you agree with this?
Please choose one of the following:

£ Strongly Agree
£ Agree
£ Disagree
£ Strongly Disagree
£ Do not know/ not applicable

Please provide specific comments to support your response. (Optional)

Question 12. The proposed framework uses a hierarchy to support licensing decision-making across scheme categories to allocate water abstraction rights when competing demands could not be fully reconciled. 
To what extent do you agree with the need for a hierarchy?
Please choose one of the following:

£ Strongly Agree
£ Agree
£ Disagree
£ Strongly Disagree
£ Do not know/ not applicable

Please provide specific comments to support your response. (Optional)

Question 13. To what extent do you agree that the hierarchy should reflect the needs of public water supplies first?
Please choose one of the following:

£ Strongly Agree
£ Agree
£ Somewhat Agree
£ Somewhat Disagree
£ Disagree
£ Strongly Disagree
£ Do not know/ not applicable

Please provide specific comments to support your response. (Optional)

Question 14. To what extent do you agree that the hierarchy should place national critical infrastructure above other schemes (not including schemes for public water supply)?
Please choose one of the following:

£ Strongly Agree
£ Agree
£ Somewhat Agree
£ Somewhat Disagree
£ Disagree
£ Strongly Disagree
£ Do not know/ not applicable

Please provide specific comments to support your response. (Optional)

Question 15. To what extent do you agree that government should set out its priorities in a water plan?
Please choose one of the following:

£ Strongly Agree
£ Agree
£ Somewhat Agree
£ Somewhat Disagree
£ Disagree
£ Strongly Disagree
£ Do not know/ not applicable

Please provide specific comments to support your response. (Optional)

Question 16. To what extent do you agree that regional planning groups should be involved in translating government priorities into tier 3 of the proposed hierarchy so that they are reflected locally?
Please choose one of the following:

£ Strongly Agree
£ Agree
£ Somewhat Agree
£ Somewhat Disagree
£ Disagree
£ Strongly Disagree
£ Do not know/ not applicable

Please provide specific comments to support your response. (Optional)

Question 17. To what extent do you agree that this framework ensures fair consideration of schemes from other sectors or local projects?
Please choose one of the following:

£ Strongly Agree
£ Agree
£ Somewhat Agree
£ Somewhat Disagree
£ Disagree
£ Strongly Disagree
£ Do not know/ not applicable

Please provide specific comments to support your response. (Optional)

Free text questions 
[Please avoid including any personal information in your responses]
Question 18. Do you think any other sectors should be prioritised in the decision-making hierarchy?

Please choose one of the following:
£ Yes
£ No 
£ Don’t know

If you selected Yes, please provide specific comments below:




____________________________________

Question 19. With regards to the allocation of water resources, what changes to the future landscape of water resources planning and abstraction licensing would you like to see to better enable access to water resources while protecting the environment and existing abstractors? 
Please provide specific comments below:



_______________________
Question 20. Do you foresee any challenges with the proposed approach?
Please choose one of the following:
£ Yes
£ No 
£ Don’t know

If so, what are they?





____________________________________

Question 21. Do you foresee any unintended consequences with the proposed approach? If so, what are they?
Please choose one of the following:
£ Yes
£ No 
£ Don’t know

If so, what are they?





____________________________________

Question 22. Are there any specific sectors or types of projects that you believe should be given additional consideration?
Please provide specific comments below:






____________________________________

Question 23. Do you see any potential conflict of this proposed framework with other policy goals and objectives?
Please choose one of the following:
£ Yes
£ No 
£ Don’t know

If you selected Yes, please provide specific comments below:







____________________________________

Question 24. Do you have any other comments or suggestions regarding the proposed approach?
Please provide specific comments below: 




____________________________________

Thank you for responding to this consultation. Following the end of the consultation, we will produce a consultation response document and this will be published online by Monday 11 May 2026.
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