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Consultation response form
Charge overview
As a public body, we must follow government guidance on managing public money, which means we have to recover the full cost of the services we provide for the new decarbonisation readiness (DR) requirements for combustion power plants and specified generators. 
This consultation runs for 7 weeks from 18 November 2025 until midnight on 6 January 2026. You can view the consultation document and questions online using the Citizen Space website (https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/environment-and-business/ea-charge-proposals-for-decarbonisation-readiness).

Using our experience and knowledge of similar regulatory work, we have considered the likely costs of carrying out the assessment and monitoring of DR plans. We propose to:
· create 2 new charges for assessing DR plans as part of a permit application
· introduce a time and material (hourly rate) charge for assessing compliance of DR plans as part of annual subsistence or operator-initiated review

These charges will not apply to standard rule permit applications where an operators’ application declares they meet the DR requirements for capturing carbon or converting to hydrogen fuel. These standard rules currently relate to:
· medium combustion plant
· specified generators 
· anaerobic digestion

We would like to hear from you so we can understand your views on the impacts and benefits of our proposed new charges for DR.

Consultation principles
We are running this consultation in accordance with the guidance set out in the government's consultation principles. 
If you believe the consultation has not been run in accordance with the principles, please email consultation.enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk. Otherwise, for all other queries relating to this consultation please contact us on 03708 506 506 (Monday to Friday, 8am to 6pm) or email enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk.

How to respond or ask for a copy of the consultation document
Use this form if you are responding by email or post rather than online. Complete the questions and where there are text boxes, give as much information as possible to support your answer.

Please email your completed response form using the subject header ‘Charges consultation: decarbonisation readiness’ to: decarbonisationreadiness@environment-agency.gov.uk.

To request a copy of the consultation document or if you use assistive technology (such as a screen reader) and need a version of the consultation document or the response form in a more accessible format, please contact us on 03708 506 506 (Monday to Friday, 8am to 6pm) or email enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk.

The closing date for responses is Tuesday 6 January 2026. Any responses we receive after this date may not be included in the analysis.

About you or your organisation
When we come to analyse the results of this consultation, it would help us to know if you are responding as an individual or on behalf of an organisation or group.
[bookmark: _Toc211952831][bookmark: _Toc213936784]Privacy notice
[bookmark: _Toc211430834]We would like to keep you informed about the outcomes of this consultation. If you would like us to email you acknowledging your response and telling you when we have published the consultation response document, please provide your email address with your response. 
[bookmark: _Toc211430835]By giving us your email address, you consent for us to email you about the consultation. We will keep your details until we have notified you of the consultation response document publication. 
[bookmark: _Toc211430836]We will not share your details with any other third party without your clear and full consent, unless required to by law.
[bookmark: _Toc211430837]You can withdraw your consent to receive these emails at any time by contacting us at: enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk.
[bookmark: _Toc211430838]The Environment Agency is the data controller for the personal data you provide. For more information on how we deal with your personal data please see our Personal information charter on GOV.UK.
[bookmark: _Toc211430839]You can email our Data Protection team: dataprotection@environment-agency.gov.uk.
[bookmark: _Toc211952832][bookmark: _Toc213936785]How we will use your information
After the consultation has closed, we will summarise responses in a consultation response document and make this publicly available on GOV.UK. We may include comments or quotes, unless you specifically request that we keep your response confidential. This includes comments received online and by email, post or telephone.
We will not publish names of individuals or personal data. But we will publish the name of the organisation for those responses made on behalf of organisations.  
We will not respond individually to responses. After the consultation has closed, we will publish a consultation response document on GOV.UK and contact you to let you know when this is available.  
In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000, we may be required to publish your response to this consultation but will not include any personal information. If you have requested your response to be kept confidential, we may still be required to provide a summary of it. 

Can we publish your response? We will not include personal information
This is a required question.
Please tick one of the following.
☐	yes
☐	no

If you selected “no”, please tell us why as we will need to understand this when responding to any freedom of information requests.


We would like to keep you informed about the outcomes of this consultation. If you would like us to email you acknowledging your response and or telling you when we have published the consultation response document, please select from the following:
☐	a) yes, I would like to receive an email acknowledging my response
☐	b) yes, I would like to receive an email to let me know the consultation response document is published 

If you have selected any of the above, please tell us your email address: 



To help us when we come to analyse the consultation responses, we would like you to answer a few questions about:
· you or your organisation
· your business

Are you providing an individual or personal response or a response on behalf of an organisation?

Please choose one of the following:

☐	a) responding as an individual
☐	b) responding on behalf of an organisation or group
☐	c) other

If you chose (b) what is the name of the organisation or group?


If you chose (c) please specify.


Do you hold any permit(s)? 
Please choose one or more of the following:

☐	electricity generating power plant - less than 20 MWth 
☐	electricity generating power plant - at least 20 MWth but less than 50 MWth 
☐	electricity generating power plant - at least 50 MWth
☐	energy from waste plant of any size
☐	other permit(s)
☐	no permit held

If you selected ‘other permit(s)’, please tell us what type of permit(s) you hold.


How did you find out about this consultation?

☐	from Environment Agency
☐	from another organisation
☐	through an organisation, group, or trade association you are a member of
☐	press article
☐	social media, for example, Facebook, LinkedIn
☐	through a meeting you attended
☐	other (please specify)

 If you selected ‘other’ please tell us how you found out about the consultation.


Consultation questions: proposed application and subsistence charges for decarbonisation readiness plans
Proposed charges for permit applications 
(please refer to this section within the consultation document for more information)
Question 1: To what extent do you agree or disagree with the proposed charges for the assessment of decarbonisation readiness plans as part of a permit application?
Please choose one of the following:

☐	strongly agree
☐	agree 
☐	neither agree nor disagree
☐	disagree
☐	strongly disagree
☐ 	do not know
☐	not applicable

Why do you think this?

Proposed subsistence charges for permits
(please refer to this section within the consultation document for more information)
Question 2: To what extent do you agree or disagree with the introduction of a time and materials charge of £100 per hour for compliance work assessing decarbonisation readiness plans?

Please choose one of the following:

☐	strongly agree
☐	agree 
☐	neither agree nor disagree
☐	disagree
☐	strongly disagree
☐ 	do not know
☐	not applicable

Why do you think this?
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