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Clayton Hall Landfill Site, Whittle le Woods 
 3 April 2018 

Frequently Asked Questions - 3 April 2018 
 
 
1.  Who is responsible for monitoring the rivers around the landfill and has any testing been done? 

The Environment Agency monitors river catchments across England.  The monitoring takes place 
periodically in the form of sampling, biological surveys and fish counts at selected points within the river 
networks.  A map of the monitoring locations within 10km of Clayton Hall Landfill is provided at the end of 
these frequently asked questions. The information from the monitoring helps assess risks to the ecological 
quality of the water and to identify any action that needs to be taken to improve water quality. 

Quercia is required by their environmental permit to monitor surface water at specific points in Bryning 
Brook and the River Lostock.  Quercia regularly submit that monitoring information to the Environment 
Agency. They also send the Environment Agency an annual monitoring report of the water quality 
monitoring they have carried out. The Environment Agency is currently reviewing Quercia's most recent 
annual monitoring report which it will make publically available as soon as it can. 

Environment Agency officers have been checking Bryning Brook and the River Lostock for signs of surface 
water pollution.  They received a recent report that Bryning Brook had turned blue. On inspection, they 
found this to be caused by a harmless blue dye used to trace drainage.  They have also noticed silty water 
on occasion, which is normal during periods of rainfall. However, they are continuing to monitor this.       

If you think you see pollution, particularly to a river or stream, call the Environment Agency’s 24 hour 
helpline on 0800 80 70 60. 

United Utilities is responsible for sewers, and it monitors and maintains them.   

 

2. Is the continuous monitoring data, including other gases, going to be released? 

All the monitoring information gathered by the Environment Agency has and will continue to be shared with 
Public Health England (PHE) to support any assessment on impacts on health. 

The Environment Agency recently asked for a review of our legal advice on publishing the fixed monitoring 
data.  A summary of the fixed monitoring data, including hydrogen sulphide, methane, particulates and 
Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) was released on 29 March 2018. The full data set is large and 
includes a reading every 5 minutes so is difficult to publish in full.  

 

3. Why can we smell burning and what causes the burning smell? 

The Environment Agency is not aware of any burning smell coming from the landfill or the associated 
waste site. During its odour monitoring it has noted burning smells from household wood burners and 
domestic gardens alongside the landfill gas smell. 
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4. Is the EA sure about the cause of the smell? How long will it be until the cap works and reduces 
the smell? Once the smell has gone, how will the site be monitored to prevent the smell from 
happening again? 

The works required by the suspension notice have been completed. The Environment Agency is continuing 
to monitor the levels of odour and hydrogen sulphide to check that the recent works have been effective.  It 
has noticed a reduction in odour and hydrogen sulphide levels, but there may still be odours from the 
landfill site. However, these odours should not be to the same scale or duration as experienced over recent 
months.  

The Environment Agency has identified a number of additional improvements that the company need to 
make and have asked them to provide clear timescales for completing them.  The Environment Agency 
has served another enforcement notice on the company requiring some interim improvements to the gas 
collection system and its maintenance.   

The Environment Agency will increase the frequency of regulatory inspections at the site in 2018 to monitor 
Quercia's compliance with their environmental permit.  This site is an Environment Agency priority for 
Cumbria and Lancashire. And we will make sure that the necessary improvements are made to the 
operations and management of the landfill site to prevent this happening again.  

 

5. Can the EA share Quercia's Improvement Plan? 

At this stage the Environment Agency will not share the findings from the landfill gas review or the 
subsequent improvement plan that Quercia submit.  There is an ongoing enforcement investigation into 
why this situation occurred in the first place.  The findings from the landfill gas review and Quercia's 
subsequent improvement plan could form part of that ongoing investigation.  The Environment Agency 
needs to make sure that any investigation is done thoroughly and that it makes sure that proper procedure 
is followed.  Its investigation requires the same strict standards as any other criminal investigation.  
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Monitoring locations within 10km of Clayton Hall Landfill  
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