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Clayton Hall Landfill Site, Whittle le Woods 
 27 July 2018 

 
Community Update 
 

Since 13 July 2018 there have been a total of 10 reports made with reference to Clayton Hall Landfill: 

Day Number Day Number 

Friday 13 July 2018 0 
Friday 20 July 2018 

0 

Saturday 14 July 2018 0 
Saturday 21 July 2018 

0 

Sunday 15 July 2018 0 
Sunday 22 July 2018 

4 

Monday 16 July 2018 0 
Monday 23 July 2018 

0 

Tuesday 17 July 2018 1 
Tuesday 24 July 2018 

1* 

Wednesday 18 July 2018 3 
Wednesday 25 July 2018 

0 

Thursday 19 July 2018 0 
Thursday 26 July 2018 

1*  

* thought to be related to the waste processing plant. 

 

There has remained a low number of reports through mid-July. The most recent reports have referenced 
sewage odour and bin type odour. These have been reviewed but the source could not be identified. There 
has been no change in landfill operations, the weather has been relatively consistent, though it did cool a 
few degrees on Monday 16 July 2018 following the rainfall. 

The site visits by specialist landfill experts continue on a weekly basis. Officers drive and walk around the 
community before entering the site conducting odour checks. Whilst on site they also use specialist 
detection equipment to ensure that the infrastructure and gas extraction are being controlled and managed. 

The continuous monitoring is still taking place. There was a concern, from an unknown source, that the 
fixed point monitoring station had been removed. Please be assured that this monitoring will remain in 
place until at least December 2018. We will be uploading the next data in a monthly cycle, as the data 
shows reduced levels of hydrogen sulphide. That data will continue to be shared with Public Health 
England and uploaded onto the citizen space website. 

We have continued to do regular inspections, including some weekend visits. We have noted that the clay 
seals around the newly capped area are being maintained, and we have also asked Quercia to carry out 
maintenance work on other gas infrastructure around the wider site. 

We provided information in the last update about gas engine maintenance that was taking place. That work 
was completed without any issue. We did not receive any reports of odour related to landfill gas whilst this 
was taking place. 
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We attended a liaison meeting on 25 July 2018 at Chorley Town Hall where we provided an update about 
our regulatory work to the liaison group. The operator and local community groups also discussed the work 
that they had been involved in. 

A question was put to the group about clay stockpiles on the site on an area where waste disposal has 
ceased. The operator confirmed that the stockpiles are temporary and the area is going to be capped in the 
autumn. 

There was also a discussion about the investigation into the major incident and an expectation that the 
community needs more assurance that we are doing everything we can to make the operator prevent a 
reoccurrence of the odour problems. 

Whilst the finer details of the investigation can't be shared because of legal reasons, it is important for the 
local community to be aware that the underlying problems that caused the major incident are now 
understood and action has been taken by the operator to make sure there is no repeat of the incident. The 
operator has made significant changes to staff, working practices, management systems and to capping 
and containment infrastructure. We have a robust compliance plan including routine work, and more in-
depth audits for the next two years to ensure that the operator keeps up the new standards now employed 
on the site. 

The group also discussed the challenges of the extended period of dry weather and the need for clay seals 
on the site to be hydrated regularly. There was a discussion about water supply and a question about using 
water from the River Lostock if necessary. However Quercia acquire water, it was agreed that it is essential 
that water is used on site to keep the clay seals hydrated. 

We continue to keep key partner organisations updated with site operations and any significant increase in 
reports and complaints. Our next update will be provided on 17 August 2018. If there are any issues in the 
interim we will of course look to provide a timely update. 

For information the link to our citizen space sharepoint is: 

https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/cumbria-and-lancashire/clayton-hall-landfill-site-whittle-le-
woods-lancs      

 

Please note - This update will be saved onto the citizen space website. 
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