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Clayton Hall Landfill Site, Whittle le Woods 
 13 March 2018 

 
Community Update 
 

The enforcement notice that we served on Quercia Ltd for Clayton Hall Landfill Site gave the company until 
19 March to cover a specified area of the site and install additional gas control measures. Currently, the 
work on site is around 85 percent complete. 

 

Quercia Ltd has told the Environment Agency that there is a risk that they may not completely finish the 
work by 19 March. This is primarily because of the difficult weather conditions over the last couple of 
weeks.  The company has told the Environment Agency that they expect the work will now be completed 
by 26 March at the latest. 

 

The Environment Agency will investigate the company’s failure to comply with the enforcement notice 
deadline of 19 March. Failure to comply with the notice is separate to any ongoing investigation of the 
company’s failure to comply with the conditions of their environmental permit. This could result in a 
separate enforcement outcome that may include a prosecution and fine.  

 

The current notice will remain in force until the company have complied with it. They will still not be able to 
accept any waste to be deposited on the landfill while the notice is in force.  

 

The Environment Agency is fully aware of the impact the odour from the site is having on the community. 
Its priority is to make sure that Quercia Ltd work to reduce the odour from the site to an acceptable level as 
soon as possible. We reinforced this with the company earlier today.  They accepted that odour reduction 
was a priority.  

 

The quickest way to reduce the odour is for the site to remain open. Closing the site by stopping the 
company depositing waste permanently will not prevent the landfill generating gas. A closed site remains 
the responsibility of the environmental permit holder and they must comply with the terms of the permit, 
whether or not the site is accepting waste. 

 

Once the specified area of the site has been covered and the notice complied with, the Environment 
Agency will assess if the company need to carry out any additional work to reduce the smell further.  

 

We will continue to carry out hand held spot air quality monitoring, as well as the fixed point monitoring, to 
measure the impact of the site on air quality once the notice has been complied with. This information is 
being passed to Public Health England for assessment.  

 

Whilst this is an Environment Agency release as regulator, we are still working as part of a multi-agency 
group with our partners Lancashire County Council, Chorley Council and Public Health England. 
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