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Clayton Hall Landfill Site, Whittle le Woods 
 13 April 2018 

 
Community Update 13 April 2018 
 

 

Quercia Ltd has confirmed that the capping on site is in place. The integrity of the capping is being 
checked daily. One issue was identified at the end of last week but this was resolved. The access road has 
been reinstalled across the top of the capping. This has been completed without causing any damage. 

Quercia Ltd has increased their own odour monitoring at the site. This has been calibrated with the 
Environment Agency to ensure the company is collecting data in the same way and to the same standard. 
Gas collection is being carried out on the site 24 hours a day. 

A small area at the south east of the site has been identified as requiring additional capping. This work is 
scheduled to take between 3-4 days and is due to start next week. Work will be carried out during daylight 
hours. Progress will depend on weather conditions as the site is on a steep slope.  

Quercia Ltd has confirmed that the works will be completed by 27 April 2018. This will work the same way 
as the existing cap and will reduce odours further.  The Environment Agency has had landfill specialists on 
site to ensure that there are no unnecessary delays in delivering the work. 

Quercia Ltd will not be accepting waste onto the site until the end of April, at the earliest.  This will be 
reviewed again and is dependent on the next works further reducing emissions and odour and a procedure 
being agreed with the Environment Agency.  

The Environment Agency confirmed that overall the number of complaints received has been decreasing. 
However there has been a couple of occasions, over the last two weeks (Thursday 5 April and Monday 10 
April) when there was an increase in hydrogen sulphide levels. These peaks were lower than those seen 
before the recent capping works were completed.  There was also an increase in complaints received over 
that period.  

The Environment Agency confirmed that the spot monitoring will continue until the end of April. Routine 
spot monitoring will continue to take place during the night when there has been an increase in odour 
levels.  

During the day time there appears to be a decrease in odour levels. In response to this, the Environment 
Agency will start to change the way in carries out spot monitoring during the day. This will now be carried 
out in response to high volumes of complaints.  

The Environment Agency will continue the fixed monitoring until the end of December 2018. 

Quercia Ltd submitted its plans to the Environment Agency on 5 April on how it intends to carry out the 
improvement work required by the landfill gas review. The Environment Agency told the company to 
provide some clarity on timescales. An updated plan is now being considered by Environment Agency 
landfill gas experts to ensure effective improvements are made in a timely way. The Environment Agency’s 
immediate priority is to ensure Quercia Ltd deliver all actions that will continue to reduce the potential 
odour impact on the community. 

The Environment Agency will monitor the site weekly to check progress on improvements to landfill gas 
management.  This site remains a priority for the Environment Agency in the Cumbria and Lancashire 
area.   
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The additional enforcement notice that the Environment Agency served on 27 March was to direct Quercia 
Ltd to maximise the volume of landfill gas extracted from existing infrastructure and to improve their 
maintenance of it.  Quercia Ltd have told the Environment Agency that the volume of landfill gas being 
used to generate electricity has increased by 30 percent. This will be verified during our ongoing regulatory 
inspections.     

Public Health England have received almost 2000 individual health survey responses. Approximately 7000 
households were invited to take part in the survey. An initial summary of the survey should be available 
next week. 

Lancashire County Council has received a question from Lindsay Hoyle MP regarding the height of the 
landfill site.    

An independent survey was commissioned by the County Council and this was undertaken on 12 March 
2018.  The survey confirmed that the landfill operator had satisfactorily re-profiled the site so that the 
highest area was in accordance with approved pre-settlement levels.    

The operator has not deposited waste at the site for some time now. Both the operator and officers from 
the Environment Agency (who have been on site during the week commencing 9 April 2018) have 
confirmed that the height of the landfill has not increased since the survey was undertaken.     

The last community liaison meeting was held on 11 April 2018. A number of questions were received at the 
liaison meeting and answers to these will be available on Citizen Space in the next couple of weeks. The 
next liaison meeting is due to be held on Tuesday 24 April 2018. 

The Clayton Hall Multi Agency Group will carry on meeting to ensure improvements are continuing to be 
made on site. 

The Environment Agency will continue to update the Citizen Space web page with monitoring data and 
updates at https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/cumbria-and-lancashire/clayton-hall-landfill-site-
whittle-le-woods-lancs.   
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