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Clayton Hall Landfill Site, Whittle le Woods 
 1 June 2018 

 
Community Update 
 

There has been a total of 24 complaints this week, the majority of those within the last 2 days. The 
breakdown of those complaints are listed below: 

Day Number 

Friday 25 May 2018 0 

Saturday 26 May 2018 1 

Sunday 27 May 2018 1 

Monday 28 May 2018 2  

Tuesday 29 May 2018 2 

Wednesday 30 May 2018 5 

Thursday 31 May 2018 13 

Friday 1 June 2018 3 (as of 1pm) 

 

On Wednesday evening we received reports about an eggy odour, the reported strength of this varied. 
Further reports followed on Thursday morning, referring back to the previous evening, and one reporting 
odour early on Thursday morning. We received 7 reports of odour last night, these referred to a 'bin waste' 
odour or a sweet sickly smell. 

Our fixed monitoring station has continued to record information. The highest reading for hydrogen 
sulphide readings for the previous 5 days were very low. However, on Wednesday evening there were two 
short peaks up to 7ppb and a second up to 10.5ppb. These results do need to be reviewed as part of our 
normal process before the full results will be put onto our citizen space share point. 

We made Quercia aware of the increase in complaints and the increased hydrogen sulphide readings and 
required them to investigate. Initial feedback for yesterday was that a bentonite clay seal around a small 
well had dried out, which could have caused a localised odour. That has now been resolved. This may 
have resulted in the eggy odour from Wednesday evening/Thursday morning. 

The odours from Thursday evening are currently under investigation at the time of this update. We are 
aware that there are odours that are more akin to agriculture and spreading that have been ongoing for the 
last few days. In particular these are around the North East and East of the Clayton/Whittle area. These 
types of odour are not related to the landfill site. 

Quercia have started to accept waste onto the site. The waste type being accepted is not considered highly 
odorous, though we expect any waste accepted is done so as per the permit requirements and in line with 
the recently submitted waste acceptance plan. 

Our landfill specialists were on site this week following up on the landfill gas review and ensuring that 
Quercia continue to improve their gas management processes. This site remains a priority for the 
Environment Agency in Cumbria and Lancashire and will remain so. 
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The Environment Agency will continue to contribute to the Community Liaison Meetings chaired by Parish 
Councillor Mark Clifford. We will continue to answer questions asked by members of the community both 
by letter, email and though the community liaison meeting. We aim to respond as quickly as we can to 
enquiries and we have all the frequently asked questions on our citizen space share point site. 

The results of the recent health survey conducted as part of the multi-agency group can be viewed on our 
citizen space share point site: 

https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/cumbria-and-lancashire/clayton-hall-landfill-site-whittle-le-
woods-lancs 

 

The emergency phase of the multi-agency incident response has been stood down. This does not mean 
that the issue is fully resolved. The Environment Agency has arranged some further multi-agency liaison 
meetings to ensure that all partner organisations are kept up to speed with the situation at Clayton Hall 
Landfill. The multi-agency partners include Lancashire County Council, Public Health England and Chorley 
Borough Council. 

We held a meeting on the afternoon of Wednesday 30 May 2018. At that meeting we discussed the need 
for ongoing communication required to keep the community updated, whilst updating everyone on the 
current site situation. We have also committed to ensuring that information on monitoring and health is 
shared. The next meeting of the group is next week on 6 June 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gov.uk/environment-agency
https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/cumbria-and-lancashire/clayton-hall-landfill-site-whittle-le-woods-lancs
https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/cumbria-and-lancashire/clayton-hall-landfill-site-whittle-le-woods-lancs

