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Clayton Hall Landfill Site Newsletter 4 
 

This is the latest update on Clayton Hall Landfill Site and the work that is urgently being carried out to 
significantly reduce the smell from the site. The response to the issues raised about the site is being co-
ordinated by a multi-agency group, who last met on 6 March 2018. The site remains a priority for all the 
organisations involved. As part of this, the Environment Agency is prioritising its regulation of the site to 
make sure that the operator, Quercia Ltd, complies with their enforcement notice and their existing landfill 
permit. 

Site Update 

• Quercia Ltd is still on target to meet the 19 March deadline to cover the area of the site specified in the 
Environment Agency’s enforcement notice. Approximately 75 percent of this area is now covered and 
additional gas wells have been installed and connected.  

 

• Quercia Ltd has set up a community liaison meeting for the 14 March. As well as representatives from 
the community, officers from the Environment Agency, Lancashire County Council, Chorley Council 
and Public health England (PHE) will be attending the meeting. Further details on this will follow. 

 

• The Environment Agency has started their landfill gas review at the site. The results from this will be 
used to plan future improvements. The results of the review and any improvements required will be 
shared with the community as soon as the Environment Agency is able to. 

 

• Lancashire County Council is waiting for results of the survey to confirm levels of the waste following 
delays caused by recent snow and high wind weather conditions. 

 

• The Environment Agency is continuing to use the hand held spot monitor to measure hydrogen 
sulphide in the areas around the site. This information is shared with PHE weekly, along with symptoms 
reported to the Environment Agency through their incident hotline. PHE are using this information for 
analysis and assessment of the public health risk. 

 
• The 24 hour fixed monitor is now in place. The data from this monitor is being shared with PHE every 2 

weeks for analysis and assessment to inform public health advice. However, the Environment Agency 
currently cannot publicly release all the fixed monitoring station data as legal advice is that this 
information may form evidence if it were to consider any future enforcement action. The Environment 
Agency is considering if any summary data from the fixed monitoring could be released as it wants to 
ensure that as much information as possible is available to the public. 

Public Health England Health Guidance 

The monitoring data shows episodes where the hydrogen sulphide levels are at concentrations where most 
people would detect an odour or an offensive smell. The 24 hour averages did not exceed the World 
Health Organisation 24 hour Air Quality Guideline and all the readings were below the Acute Exposure 
Guideline Levels. However, it is recognised that the unpleasant odour is causing discomfort and may be 
causing some short term health effects such as nausea, headaches, eye irritation and difficulty in 
sleeping. Local residents concerned about their symptoms are being asked to seek advice and help via 
NHS 111 or their GP.  

http://www.gov.uk/environment-agency

