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Clayton Hall Landfill Site, Whittle le Woods 
 30 May 2018 

 
Clayton Hall Landfill Community Liaison Questions 16 May 2018 

 

1.  When does the maintenance take place on the gas engine? Is it at weekends and bank 
holidays, because that is when we got the stink last year on Spring Meadow and seems to 
be what’s happening this year?  

Quercia 

Maintenance on the gas engine is carried out during the working week and whenever the engine 
is shutdown the flare starts automatically to burn off the landfill gas which would normally have 
been consumed by the engine. 

 

2. At the recent 'Drop In' session I discussed with one of the EA reps the fact that it must 
not be uncommon for situations to arise where a particular operation is preventing the EA 
from delivering on its key accountability to ensure that residents have fresh air to breathe. 
This could either be because the operation cannot be conducted in line with appropriate 
standards or because the location of the operation has become inappropriate. In either 
event, it must be possible for the EA to conclude that the operation has to move into well 
managed closure. 

In the case of Clayton Hall, all of the 15 years of evidence that we and the EA have 
suggests that, for whatever reason, the site cannot be managed in a way which doesn't 
have a serious impact on the air quality in the surrounding areas.  

I was asked what I thought should happen and so said that we should seek help from the 
very best technical help within EA UK to risk assess the site and then develop and 
implement a robust plan to get the topography right, close the site and move it into 
'aftercare', however long this takes. The EA rep I was talking with admitted that EA help 
beyond the local team had not been sought.  He said that this was an interesting point of 
view that he would take away and that it should be raised at the Liaison Meeting.  Never 
mind 'an interesting point of view', I would have said this was the blindingly obvious key 
issue.   

I then spoke with LC Planning who explained that, frustrating though it was, the site had 
historical planning permission and that all we can do is wait for that to expire! 

I explained that this was not true and that, if, for whatever reason, an operator is unable to 
comply with the requirements of the associated permit for an operation for which planning 
permission has been given, then the permission could be changed or withdrawn. There are 
legal precedents for this.  
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I was again asked what I thought should happen and so repeated what I had said to the EA 
and added that the recent planning permission extension should be rescinded. Why can 
both of these actions not be done? 

 

Environment Agency 

The staff member at the drop in event may not have been aware that we called on a wide range 
experts to help us determine the appropriate course of action, to regulate the site more effectively. 
We have a national landfill gas expert, two national odour experts and a national landfill 
engineering expert who have all been actively contributing to the better regulation and 
management of the site. Our landfill regulatory specialist also participates and shares with the 
national landfill network.  Although we have expertise in Cumbria & Lancashire; having staff who 
have regulated landfill sites in other areas for many years, we value the opinion and expertise of 
others. 

From time to time a landfill site may be a source of odour in the local area, particularly due to 
climatic changes. While odour events can be unpleasant for residents, it is not unlawful providing 
that the operator is using appropriate measures. This does not excuse or account for the recent 
events that have been severe, requiring Quercia to take immediate action.  

We reviewed the data going back a number of years and found occasions when the landfill site 
caused particular odour problems and an increase in complaints. When this happened, we 
exercised our regulatory functions and required the operator to take action.  

The company must only bring waste onto the site as per their permit, in a controlled way with a 
clear focus on managing any odour impacts.  By taking waste on the landfill site, the operator can 
achieve planned topographical levels and cap and cover larger areas.  By capping and covering 
larger areas, the company can improve gas collection infrastructure, complete cells earlier and 
ultimately restore the site.  This will help prevent the recurrence of unacceptable odour, as 
experienced recently.    

The incident that occurred at the end of 2017, that continued this year was not acceptable, and we 
have taken measures to ensure the operator complies with their permit. We are investigating the 
company for a breach of their permit and continue working with the operator to make the 
necessary improvements. There have been significant improvements already. We have had fewer 
complaints and our monitoring data shows a sustained overall reduction in odorous gas in the 
area.  

We aspire to have cleaner air for everyone and we are mindful of the way the community 
expressed how they suffered from unacceptable odours. We are bound by the Environmental 
Permitting Regulations and we will act under those regulations to use our powers to the full extent, 
if we believe that the company is not willing or able to comply with their permit, or if they are 
causing serious pollution.  
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3. Why has the PHE survey results not been released yet? What’s being edited out and 
hidden from us? 

PHE have recently released the report produced following the health survey.  It is available on the 
citizen space share point site: 

https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/cumbria-and-lancashire/clayton-hall-landfill-
site-whittle-le-woods-lancs 

 

4. How does the site treat or oxygenate the leachate – can this be explained.  When it is 
released to sewer is this causing odour that people are smelling off the site?  When does 
discharging of the leachate take place – can you provide the days and times? 

 

Quercia 

The site uses a 3 stage biological treatment process to treat the leachate. Aeration is by means of 
dispersion socks that are submerged within the leachate tanks on site. Analysis is carried out in 
the onsite laboratory during the process and prior to discharge. 

The treated leachate is discharged via a pipeline to a covered sewer and is therefore highly 
unlikely to be causing odour at the discharge point. Discharges although controlled in terms of 
quality, occur at different intervals depending on volumes available to discharge.   

 

Environment Agency 

Quercia use aeration, bubbling air through the leachate.  This encourages the degradation of the 
ammonia in order to meet the emission limits of the United Utilities trade effluent consent.  The 
actual discharge itself is done under enclosed conditions.  We do not believe that this is a source 
of the recent odour issues.  Quercia hold the information on when the discharges are made, 
however we are aware that the system relies on a float switch that can be discharged 
automatically at any point of the day.  It is not a specific time. 
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